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P.N.K.U. CONFERENCE. 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE. 

It was with a sure hope of good things to come that w e 
met on May 15th. And truly our hope was not disappointed 
What a rich store of vitalizing ideas and of practical help W as 
given to us in those few days ! We need after the Conference 
days, a quiet week to digest and permanently assimilate all 
we have received and to consider how we may put it to 
practical uses. There is a sense of freshness and new vigour 
in the very meeting together with those with whom we have 
in common one of the deepest interests of life, and in the 
interchange of ideas, especially to us, to whom as country 
members such opportunity seldom comes, and who for the 
most part must work on in comparative isolation. 

Deeply interesting and many-sided our Conference was 
this year. There was Miss Mason’s most valuable paper on 
books, which no member who was not present should leave 
unread — overflowing with practical help and inspiration for 
us, emphasizing afresh that information is not education, 
that only as vital ideas are imparted is true education carried 
on, that we must live with living books, not mere dead 
compendiums of facts, if we are to gain from them vital 
ideas. It need hardly be said with what real regret we 
found that once again, through illness, we could not have 
with us the bodily presence of our foundress. We knew 
well that in spirit she was with us ! 

In Professor Earl Barnes’ powerful address, we were 
given a wide outlook over recent educational progress. 

I he international character of the work of our union was 
made apparent in the presence of Mrs. Reppman from Mos- 
cow, and others from various parts of the world. From Mrs. 
Reppman s account of the work of a kindred organization 
in Russia we may get help for our own Society. Ihe ideas 
of: (ij a bureau of information as to Schools, Educational 
Institutions, etc., and (2) a catalogue of children’s books, 
reviews of them, might be worth considering in our own work 
Above all things our Conferences are practical. This is 
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sufficiently shewn by the keenness of the discussions on 
practical matters. 

The increasing realization of the need for skilled labour 
in the matter of the care of our little ones was a marked 
feature of our proceedings this year, as seen chiefly in Dr. 
Laing Gordon’s scheme for a training school for nurses, and 
also in Dr. Helen Webb's talk to nurses. Why should it be 
less necessary that the hand which, in part at least, carves 
and moulds the infinitely delicate organization of a child, 
should have knowledge and skill for its work, than that the 
carver of mere wood or the moulder of mere clay should be 
trained and skilled ? — a necessity which we never question. 

Certain clear notes of warning were perceptible through 
the Conference, for we are alive to the possible evils born 
of progress, and we hold tenaciously the good in older 
methods. Two we may well remember day by day. First, 
the fear of over-crowding, over-educating in the lives of 
our children. “God speaks to children, but in solitude,” 
a warning which cannot be too often repeated, too deeply 
taken to heart, in the present day, especially for the highly- 
strung children of parents living in towns. Then again, the 
fear lest public duties should usurp the rights of home, the 
fear lest “the new intellect” should diminish “the old 
grace.” Womanhood first , home first, and then, as far as 
may be, public duties, widening the sympathies, enlarging 

the heart and life of the home. 

Time fails to tell of all the delights and good times .of Ahe 
Conference week. And at the end came the keynote of 
all our work, a glimpse of the only possibility of the right 
fulfilment of one iota of it, as we sang toge 
“Come, Thou Holy Spirit, come ” 

.. Where Thou art not. man 

Nothing good in deed or thought. 

Nothing free from taint of • 

And we listened to ye. one «" “^,72 
lest enveloped in means we s ou ,j,e en ds of 

end. - The ends of childhood are great,^ ^ ^ 

man are great, the full f«‘“ re ° cause have I raised 
Jesus is greater still. r ” My power.” May it 
Thee up, for to show in Hie- y ^ ^ child “God 
not be that to the parent as we 
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OUR WORK. 


but in solitude.” And when He has spoken, l et Us 
rTveal to the children the Heavenly vision, without which 
life so-called is not true life at all. 

One word more for the future : may not the parent look 0n 
presence at the Conference as a duty (none the less a duty 
because such a happy one), which is owed to the children 
and for the fulfilment of which no stone is to be left 
unturned? The inspiration, the new life, the practical help 
we there receive is such that it may make a difference to 
the whole future for us and for our children. Surely no one 
of us has a right to refuse such God-given means of help, 
save when insuperable and real difficulties, not of our own 
seeking, have been placed in 


our way. 


OUR WORK. 

Business letters re Parents' Review School, Mothers’ Educational Course, 
House of Education, Governesses, etc., cannot be answered or received 
between August ist and September 15th, during which time the House of 
Education will be closed. 

The Office will be dosed from August ist to September 17th. Only 
important letters can be answered. 

The Library Committee have now decided that books should be lent to 
Branches of the Union for three months at a time, the Librarian having 
power to extend the time for such books as are not asked for elsewhere, 
should this be wished. The fine to individual members is in future to be 
$d. a week (instead of is. a week, as mentioned in the April Parents 
Review ), and will be strictly enforced. An Appendix to the Library 
Catalogue will shortly be published, and can be obtained from the Office, 
26, Victoria Street, London, S.W. The Library Committee also wish to 
thank Miss Mason for her generous gift of twenty new books for the Library. 

July 10th, 1900. J. M. Russell, Librarian . 


Owing to pressure on our space by report of Conference proceeding > 
P.N.E.U. Notes have this month been withheld. 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


THE OBJECT OF A GIRL’S EDUCATION. 

By Mrs. Arthur Butler. 

The subject before us will be of interest, because it is one 
that anyone who has to deal with girls must have thought 
about, and may be willing to discuss. I am not going to try 
and exhaust this inexhaustible subject, and fear even that 
my view will seem a very common-place one. But that is 
because the common-places of life are, when all is said and 
done, the true foundations of society. 

I said this is an inexhaustible subject, an yet t e 
seems to have only one answer. 1 e 0 J ec ^ ° do 

education is to make her a good and ^ e ™°™ loped in fair 
this she must have every side of define ^ question 

proportion and symmetry. I wl * enable of being 

by saying that a good woman is one^vv that all will 

a good wife and a good mother. she is capable 

or are likely to have the chance , failure. For those 

of succeeding in this, her education is^ mothers are t he 
girls who will make the best v that is open to 

most capable of fulfilling' any ° d the girls who on 

women. The greater mothers of later 

the one hand will be the es sc hoolmistresses, hospital 
generations, would also be t ie “ or an ything else, 

nurses, missionaries, guardians o x2 
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